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Dear Sabina  

SEPP Infrastructure 2017 

 

I refer to your call for comments on the Infrastructure State Environmental Planning Policies Review 
April 2017. Thank you for the opportunity.  

As discussed please find the NSW Rural Fire Service comments regarding the draft ISEPP on public 
exhibition. 

Please note that although not commenced as yet, the Rural Fires Amendment (Fire Trails) Bill 2016 
needs to be considered. 

Please also note that Fire Trail Standards once prepared will provide direction on a number of matters 
including fire trail dimensions and soil erosion mitigation. 

 

1. Bush fire hazard reduction and fire trails 

We note that: 

1. the definition of bush fire hazard reduction is now linked to the Rural Fires Act 1997. This is 
supported. 

2. The reference to Cl20(g) no longer applies to the maintenance of APZs or fire trails. This is 
supported. 

However, as highlighted in our previous submission, the inclusion of ‘fire trails’ (within the Rural Fires 
Act 1997) definition of bush fire hazard reduction has an effect on the construct of the ISEPP which 
traditionally separated out bush fire hazard reduction and fire trails. It is important that the effect of this 
along with the introduction of the Amendment Bill is discussed to ensure appropriate provisions are 
constructed. 

Clause 48(3) should be amended by removing ‘or the construction of fire trails’, to reflect that bush fire 
hazard reduction works are inclusive of fire trails.  

• 48(3)(b) should be amended by deleting reference to a ‘bush fire risk management plan’ and 
instead reference a ‘bush fire management plan and/or a designated or certified fire trail,’ within 
the meaning of the Rural Fires Act 1997. And possibly delete ‘that applies......’ 
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This is because bush fire management plans will be of three types under S52 of the RF Act: bush fire 
risk management plans, fire access and fire trail plans, and operational plans. Fire trails are currently in 
bush fire risk management plans but will transition across to Fire Access and Fire Trail Plans. In 
addition Designated and Certified Fire Trails may occur but not necessarily be reflected in a Fire 
Access and Fire Trail Plan until such time as that Plan is updated. 

Clause 48A should be amended to delete ‘existing’ from fire trails. Existing fire trails has a definition 
within the Rural Fires Amendment (Fire Trails) Bill 2016. And maintenance inherently implies that there 
is a fire trail in existence. 

• Cl 48A(1)(b) should delete reference to a ‘bush fire risk management plan’ and instead 
reference a ‘bush fire management plan and/or a designated or certified fire trail,’ within the 
meaning of the Rural Fires Act 1997.  

• Cl 48A(c) should be amended by replacing reference to – ‘.....fire trail Register.....’ with – ‘the 
development must be in accordance with the Fire Trail Standards under the RF Act’. And 
deleting reference to gates etc from this sub-clause. 

• Cl 48A(d) should be amended by deleting reference to gates etc from this sub-clause. 

Clause 48B should be amended by: 

• Cl 48B(2) should be amended by inserting ‘other than fire trails’ after bush fire hazard reduction 
work, as this provision has been designed around asset protection zones. 

• Cl 48B(3) should be amended by deleting reference to a ‘bush fire risk management plan’ and 
instead reference a ‘bush fire management plan and/or a designated or certified fire trail,’ within 
the meaning of the Rural Fires Act 1997. 

• Cl 48B(3)(b) should be amended by deleting this sub-clause and replacing with ‘the 
development must be in accordance with the Fire Trail Standards under the RF Act’. 

Possible consideration of gates, as per exempt development. 

Clause 46 should be amended by deleting reference to ‘Bush Fire Management Committee’ in the 
definitions. 

SEPP 14 provisions 

This position is supported through previous cabinet submissions regarding the Coastal Management 
SEPP. 

It is also important that any consequential amendments arising from the Coastal Management Act and 
associated SEPP are appropriately reflected in the ISEPP. The critical issue is for the ISEPP to retain 
its current application to SEPP 14 and not extend to incorporating the new coastal wetland proximity 
area. 

As such reference should possibly be to ‘land identified as coastal wetlands on the coastal wetlands 
area map’. The aim being to ensure that the proximity area is explicitly not captured. 

 

2. Emergency Service Facilities 

 

Please find attached submission detailing NSW RFS comments. 

 

3. Development Control 

There does not appear to be clear and obvious referencing for requirements for compliance with 
Planning for Bush Fire Protection (PBP) on bush fire prone land under the ISEPP (although there are 
some requirements they should be clear and unambiguous for all occupancies covered by the ISEPP). 
The legislative requirements for compliance with PBP should be clearly articulated (noting that in some 
cases the ISEPP stipulates only that PBP be considered and not explicitly complied with). 
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In addition, certain high risk facilities (on bushfire prone land) which ordinarily require a bush fire safety 
authority under 100B of the Rural Fires Act 1997 should not be considered appropriate for development 
under the ISEPP unless a bush fire safety authority is obtained from the NSW Rural Fire service. This 
includes hospitals. 

Please note also that it is envisaged that a new edition of Planning for Bush Fire Protection will enacted 
later this year so there will be referencing details that will apply when it comes into effect. 

Because of the complexities involved in addressing our comments we would be eager to meet with you 
soon hereafter to further discuss how they will be implemented.  

Finally, it is requested that the NSW RFS be included in any future reviews or amendments to the State 
Environmental Planning Policies or other strategic matters.  

If you have any questions regarding this please contact me on 8741 5445 or 0458 715 952. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

David Boverman 
Manager 
Development Planning & Policy 
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